Dear students,
Welcome to AP! You have selected to take a college level course. You should note that
the expectations for AP are quite rigorous. As you will be expected to complete approximately 14 essays this
year, the amount of reading and writing we will do this year will seem arduous at times. However, it is my duty
to thoroughly prepare you for the AP exam in May. All students enrolled in AP Language and Composition are
required to sit for the exam in May. Part of thoroughly preparing you for this exam requires that you read a
variety of works. Many of these works will be challenging for you in terms of their content and complexity.
However, it should be noted that all works are carefully chosen. This includes your summer reading.
Speaking of summer reading, there are a total of two scenes within both novels that the reader may find
somewhat graphic. However, when one considers both novels, these scenes are minor and do not represent the
novel’s core themes. Both novels were chosen to communicate to students the importance
of human dignity. According to the United States Conference of Catholic Beliefs, “The Catholic Church
proclaims that human life is sacred, and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision
for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching.” (USCCB.org) Both stories
force the reader to deepen their understanding of dignity and its role within our society.
It is my hope that you enjoy reading both novels. They are great stories!
Happy reading,
Mrs. Emily Didrick-Ream

Summer Reading AP Language and Composition 2020
Directions: First, you are to complete the AP Language and Composition summer homework (see below). Second, you
are to read TWO novels this summer- The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls and Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults) by
Bryan Stevenson. You must purchase the young adult version of Just Mercy. No other version will be used. Both novels
can be found at Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Half-Price Books, and at your local library. Third, you will need to
complete the learning activities for each novel below.
It is expected that the summer homework, novels, and the learning activities associated with both novels are completed
before the 1st day of class. All assignments will be collected on the first day of class. No late work will be accepted. It
should be noted that failure to complete these activities can result in your removal from the course. It is expected, per
the College Board, that any work you complete is yours and yours alone. Any work suspected of plagiarism will be given
a zero with no make-up opportunities given. You are expected to write in complete sentences for the activities and/or
questions. Failure to write in complete sentences will result in a substantially lowered grade. For the purposes of this
course, it should be noted that a paragraph is seven or more sentences. Students’ writing must adhere to the standards
of conventional English.

AP Language and Composition Summer Homework
Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults): A True Story of the Fight for
Justice

Directions: You will need to complete two activities below for this novel.
Activity One
Watch the Ted Ed video entitled “We Need to Talk about an Injustice” by Bryan Stevenson. Then,
answer the following questions:
1. Who is the speaker/presenter? What makes him qualified to speak about this subject (do some
research about his background)?
2. What is the occasion for this speech? In other words, his speech is happening in a specific
moment in time. What was happening in our world that may have influenced his speech? Jot down
some major events from 2012.
3. Who is his audience for this speech? Who is he hoping to reach?
4. What is his purpose for this speech? Is it to entertain, inform, or persuade? How do you know?
5. What is the subject of his speech? What is the message?
Activity Two
Choose one chapter of the book to take detailed TYPED notes over. Your notes CANNOT be from Chapter 1. Your notes
should look like the example included below. It works best if you take your notes in a table in Microsoft Word. You can
do this by clicking the Insert tab in Microsoft Word. Next, click INSERT TABLE. You will need to create a table that is a 2x2
table. After creating your first entry, add an additional row by right clicking the table. Click the word INSERT. Then, click
ADD A ROW BELOW. Follow the procedures listed on the next page carefully!

Procedure for the notes:
1. As you read, choose passages that stand out to you
and record them as direct quotations. You must
ALWAYS include the page number (follow MLA
formatting rules). These passages go in the 1st
column. You must have a minimum of five passages
recorded. Look for quotes that seem significant,
powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For example,
you might record:
o
Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or
literary devices
o
Passages that remind you of your own life or
something you have seen before
o
Structural shifts or turns in the plot
o
A passage that makes you realize something
you had not seen before
o
Events you find surprising or confusing
o
Passages that illustrate a character or setting
o
Passages that challenge your beliefs about
a particular issue
EXAMPLE NOTES
Passage and page number

2. In the 2nd column, you are to record your response to the
passages. A response could be insights, ideas, questions,
reflections, and comments about the passage(s). You must
have a minimum of five reactions. The most important part
about your response is that it is specific and detailed.
Responses can look like:
o
Raise a question about the beliefs and values implied
in the text
o
Give your personal reactions to the passage
o
Describe and critique the choices an author makes
o
Agree or disagree with the individual or author

o
o
o
o
o

Some sample sentence starters might look like:
I really do not like this because…
I really dislike/like this idea because…
I think the author is trying to say…
This passage reminds of me of a time in my life when…
This part does not make sense because …

Response/Reflection

“They aren’t ever going to This passage makes me feel incredibly sad for Walter. He knows he is
admit they made a mistake,” innocent, yet no one is willing to hear him out. I would imagine that this
he said glumly. “They know I unwillingness is what makes Bryan Stevenson so impassioned about the
didn’t do this. They just can’t case. He wants to see real justice carried out for Walter. Additionally,
admit to being wrong, to
including Walter’s actual words makes the reader feel empathy regarding
looking bad.”
his situation. We hear his voice in response to his appeal being turned
down, and in turn, we are just as frustrated with the situation as Walter.

The Glass Castle

Directions: You will need to complete the activity below.
Activity One
On Google Images, find an image that relates to what you believe the theme of the novel to be.
This image could be a painting or photograph. No images from the film or book may be used.
Additionally, you may not use any image of Jeannette or her family. Copy and paste that image
into a word document. Then, write two paragraphs (7 sentences or more in each) explaining
how the artwork relates to the theme of the memoir. You may reference specific scenes in the
text. If you use a direct quote, be sure to cite it appropriately using MLA format. Your response
should be typed underneath the image.

