You are the light of
the World...
YOUR LIGHT MUST SHINE
BEFORE OTHERS, THAT THEY
MAY SEE YOUR GOOD DEEDS
AND GLORIFY YOUR
HEAVENLY FATHER.
MATTHEW 5:14-16
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Mission

Belief Statements

Bishop Luers High School is a Catholic
educational community that instills in
each student dignity, integrity, respect,
and responsibility. Nurtured by Catholic
truths, each student is able to face the
challenges of his or her own life
spiritually, academically, and socially,
while serving God and others in a global
and changing society.
“You are the light of the world… your
light must shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify
your heavenly Father.” Mathew 5:14-16

We believe Bishop Luers High School is
a Catholic high school built on a strong
foundation of Gospel values empowering
all to live faith-filled lives.

Vision

We believe in academic excellence
where both students and teachers are
actively engaged in the learning process.
We believe that every student has the
opportunity to achieve his or her Godgiven potential.
We believe in a safe school environment
nurtured by mutual respect and personal
responsibility.

Bishop Luers High School will vibrantly
show the face of Christ in the actions and
ministry of all students, families, teachers We believe cultural, economic, and racial
and staff. Bishop Luers High School will diversity enriches our school.
ensure
that
Catholic
secondary
education is available, accessible and
affordable for all who wish to attend.
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Welcome
Welcome to Bishop Luers High School, home of the Knights! Bishop Luers is a Catholic high school with a
tradition of excellence in all areas of student achievement: academics, athletics, and fine arts. Students at
Bishop Luers receive a well-rounded education with continual emphasis on the teachings of the Catholic
faith, including the importance of service to others. Bishop Luers High School builds strong foundations for
students to strive spiritually, intellectually, and socially. Our students can be proud of their accomplishments.
We are excited to have you become part of Luers Spirit!

History of Bishop Luers
Bishop Luers High School is a Catholic high school located on the south side of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Bishop
Luers is owned and operated by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. The school was
founded in 1958 by the Franciscan Fathers of Saint John the Baptist Province in Cincinnati, Ohio, along with
the Sisters of Saint Francis Province in Mishawaka, Indiana. The first bishop of the diocese, John Henry
Luers, is the namesake of the school.
In August of 1857, John Henry Luers was selected as the first bishop of the diocese of Fort Wayne, primarily
because he was a native German speaker and a successful pastor of a large urban and German parish in
Cincinnati. Catholic life in Indiana was changing with the influx of German immigrants.
In February of 1956, Bishop Leo A. Pursley announced a fundraising campaign in Allen County for the
construction of two new high schools. By then, Central Catholic High School was crowded, with 1,438
students taught by 35 sisters of four women’s religious communities, 9 lay teachers and 4 priests, under the
principal, Reverend J. William Lester. Its' size and the prospect of more “baby boomers” reaching high school
age made the need for two high schools critical.
In 1957 through 1958, the campaign funded the purchase of the south-side site at Paulding Road and U.S.
Highway 27 for the new school named for Bishop John H. Luers. Pursley blessed the school’s cornerstone
in August of 1958 to make the school’s opening for a freshman class of 150. A class was added each year
until four years of schooling were offered.
Today, students come from twelve Catholic elementary schools and numerous public schools. Bishop Luers
is accredited by Advanced Ed and the State of Indiana. Bishop Luers High School has earned an “A” school
status for the past several years.
Bishop Luers is credited with the first ever Show Choir Competition in the nation and was the first school in
the area to offer Lacrosse as a sport. Bishop Luers has numerous state championships in a wide variety of
athletics and has claimed several awards in Academic Super Bowl competitions. There is a rich tradition of
extra-curricular involvement, including Key Club, Campus Ministry, Rifle and Bowling teams, and numerous
other sports and clubs.
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Bishop Luers At a Glance
Class of 2019 - 129 Graduates
Graduation Rate
College-bound
Academic Honors Diploma Received
Scholarships Awards for 4 years
Military Careers Pursued
Participated in two or more sports or
activities while at Bishop Luers

95%
78%
36%
Over $2.5 million
4%

Religious Affliations of Students
24 Parishes Represented

Catholic

86%

student body statistics
Freshman
Sophomores
Juniors
Seniors
Total Enrollment
(as of Sept. 1, 2019)

124
127
121
139
511

Class of 2019
Median GPA
Highest GPA

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

student body diversity

White

3.119
4.481

Faculty Statistics
Student / Faculty Ratio
Average Class Size
Average Years of Teaching
Experience
With Masters Degree or above

Other Faiths

Hispanic

Black

14:1
15
11
45%

Multi-Racial

Asian
0%

20%

40%

60%
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Catholic Identity
Bishop Luers High School has a tradition rooted in Catholic faith. All students are provided the
opportunity to grow in their faith and their relationship with Jesus Christ. Spiritual formation revolves
around the presence of Christ in the sacraments, as well as living one’s faith through word and
deed. The faculty and staff are dedicated to helping students grow as disciples.
Mass, penance services, class retreats, prayer services, and community service are integral parts
of the student experience at Bishop Luers High School. Students can participate in faith related
clubs and have been offered the opportunity to take part in mission related trips and the March-forLife in Washington, D.C. Bishop Luers students become aware of and learn to live the beauty of the
beliefs, traditions, and customs of the Catholic Church through their theology classes and the
activities that are offered.
Students at Bishop Luers take part in service-learning through Sodalitas. Students meet in mixed
grade-levels and are guided by student leaders. Each week, they have the opportunity to learn and
grow in their personal attitudes about service and in their appreciation of Gospel values. They are
learning about the importance of helping others and taking part in planning meaningful service
projects. In addition to benefiting the larger community, students are connecting with other students
across grade levels and are building relationships that will last a lifetime.
Bishop Luers High School fosters an environment which allows students to practice their faith
openly, enthusiastically, and proudly. Through the integration of our Roman Catholic faith coupled
with the academic and altruistic learning experiences at school, Bishop Luers students come to
understand the importance of service and charity to their local and global community.

“With confident honesty I tell you that my peers at the University of Chicago do not
share the same peace of security that one has who lives rooted in Christ. This is
not to say that I as a Catholic do not have my share of sufferings or am under
any illusions about the struggles of life, but the grounding in faith, hope, and charity
that I have, which began at Bishop Luers High School, does allow me to better
walk in the Light. For this, again, I thank you.”

Xavier Serrani '10
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Academics
High academic standards continue to be the focal point at Bishop Luers High School. Students learn
critical thinking and problem solving skills and benefit from small class sizes and personal attention.
Students may choose from Advanced Placement, dual credit, honors and academic classes in a wide
variety of areas. Advanced Placement and dual credit classes, including math, science, social studies,
English, religion, business, and theater arts enable students to earn both high school and college
credits. Honors and academic courses are offered in math, science, English, and history. Bishop
Luers High School’s fine arts program is extensive, offering 19 different courses. World Language
students taking Spanish and French have opportunities for world travel and to study abroad. Currently,
junior and senior students may enroll in a pre-engineering CAD class through on-line learning. The
introduction of STEM related classes will provide students with new and exciting opportunities.
The staff at Bishop Luers has worked to ensure that the needs of individual students are met. For
students needing extra individual attention transitioning into academic life, the Academic Success
program was created to ensure that all students thrive in the classroom. Study tables and tutoring are
available to all students before and after school.
The special education program has grown, and there are exciting opportunities for exceptional learners
at all ability levels. A wide variety of course options and programs for assistance ensure that each
child’s educational needs are addressed.
Bishop Luers High School is dedicated to helping each student grow academically and reach his full
potential. Bishop Luers High School prepares students by building strong foundations, in order to
succeed in college and the workplace.
Bishop Luers students challenge themselves by thinking, reading and writing critically. They
successfully work in teams to solve problems. They are proficient in using technology as a tool to
communicate, process and report information. Bishop Luers’ students realize the importance of being
life-long learners.
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Athletics
Some of the greatest memories of high school are formed around athletics. Participation in athletics
is important in the formation of a well-rounded student. Along with improving physical skills, athletics
help build character, develop a sense of teamwork, and allow students to set and attain individual
and team goals.
A rich tradition of athletic excellence and numerous team and individual accomplishments have
made BLHS athletic teams well respected opponents in state-wide athletic competitions. As a
member of the IHSAA, Bishop Luers’ students compete in nineteen varsity sports. Opportunities for
athletic participation are varied and many students participate in one or more sports, in addition to
other co-curricular activities.
Bishop Luers' student athletes understand the importance of Christian character, conduct, athletic
achievement leadership, academic achievement and respect for teammates and opponents.

BASKETBALL

BOWLING

CHEELEADING

X-COUNTRY

FOOTBALL

LACROSSE

GOLF

SOCCER

SOFTBALL

SWIM/DIVE

TENNIS

TRACK & FIELD

VOLLEYBALL

WRESTLING

Ranked by Sports
Illustrated as
having one of the
top 25 athletic
programs
nationwide in
2007-2008

2 IHSAA Boys
Basketball
Championships
(2009 latest &
2011 SAC
Champions)

IHSAA
Sportsmanship
Award recipient
for 2008-2009.

Became 1st
school in Indiana
high school history
to win & hold 3
major sports titles
in 1 year!
2007-08

12 IHSAA
Football
Championships
(2012 latest)

6 IHSAA Girls
Basketball
Championships
(2011 latest)

In 2018,
Madeliene Pape
made State
Finalist in Girls
Golf.

Recent State
finals
representation in
Cross Country
and Wrestling.
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co-curricular activities
Bishop Luers High School encourages students to tap into their potential with a wide variety of cocurricular activities. From entertaining stage performances, quick-witted debates, energetic pep
band, National Honor Society to a nationally ranked Show Choir, there is a place for everyone. A
variety of clubs are available to follow one’s passion and connect with friends. Eighty six percent of
our students participate in two or more activities at Bishop Luers High School. Chances are,
whatever your interests, there's a club for you at Bishop Luers High School!

ACADEMIC SUPER BOWL

DANCE TEAM

DRAMA CLUB

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS
OF AMERICA

KEY CLUB

KNIGHTS FOR LIFE

SPELL BOWL

HOME EC

NATIONAL HONORS SOCIETY

SHOW CHOIR

PEP/CONCERT BAND

NEWSPAPER

PEER MINISTRY

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
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The arts
Experiencing, creating, and appreciating art in all forms enables our students to develop their own
gifts and talents. Plays and musicals, speech and art contests, art classes and music appreciation,
choir and band are only part of the curriculum allowing students to express themselves and gain a
broader understanding and appreciation of the arts.
Bishop Luers’ students experience different forms of art, theater, and music. Through their exposure
to these forms of expression, each student shares his or her own unique gifts and talents.
Bishop Luers High School hosted the first Show Choir Invitational in the nation in 1975. Since then,
choirs from all over the nation have visited Bishop Luers High School and consider our Invitational
as a high caliber competition.
Students,beginning and experienced, in the visual arts can find their inner artist through various
courses in 2-D and 3-D art classes, including introductory and advanced digital design classes.
Bishop Luers boasts students who have gone on to achieve national recognition in the arts,
including scholastic art awards, renowned musicians, actors on Broadway, and entrepreneurs in
digital media, including the founder of Vimeo.

There is a genuine sense of unity at
Luers that comes from every
individual in the building. It isn't just in
the students, it is in the teachers and
staff who also show their pride to be
part of the Luers family. Luers Spirit
is every unique individual coming
together as one to celebrate each
other and to support Luers as a
whole.
Alexis Gosche, '18

Bishop Luers was fundamental to
the success that I enjoyed in college.
Bishop Luers instills in its' students a
strong work ethic, a sense of civic
engagement, and a thirst for
knowledge that together provides all
of the necessary tools to help
students build an excellent future.
Bishop Luers is an excellent
architect—building strong futures for
all of its' students.
Tyler Kimmel, '05
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LUERS SPIRIT
It’s not just a school motto. It’s not something that can be easily described. It is something that is
felt when one steps into the school. It encircles all with a warm acceptance. Luers Spirit is a “family
thing” ...families are welcomed, nurtured and appreciated from the start. Each of us has blessings
and talents which are necessary for the success of the whole. Diversity in backgrounds, talents,
and interests are fostered in an atmosphere of mutual respect, support, and camaraderie.
Traditions unify old and new, knitted together with solid Christian values. Luers Spirit is embodied in
the vitality of the young and the wisdom of the old. It is ageless. Luers Spirit keeps generations
coming back to Bishop Luers and beckons visitors to join the Luers' family. Luers Spirit inspires
each person to be the very best he/she can be and to see the good in each other. Luers Spirit is the
work of the Holy Spirit; it invites us to let our light shine and show Jesus Christ's love to those we
encounter.

Bishop Luers students engage in
many co-curricular activities.
Students recognize the importance of
participating in various clubs to
expand their knowledge and skills,
prepare for the professional world,
and give back to the community in
which they live!
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Traditions

Tradition is an important part of life at Bishop Luers High School, and learning Luers’ traditions is an
important way for new students to show their Luers Spirit. These traditions make the moments at
Bishop Luers unforgettable. Here are some of our traditions.
Luers Loonies– Loonies are Bishop Luers’ students with school spirit! The student section at our
football games is referred to as the “Loonie Bin;” you will typically find students who paint letters on
their chests and cheer at sporting events. When all of the letter-painted loonies are together, they
spell “Go Knights!”. Students also enjoy dressing up in themed garb for the games.
Spirit Week—The week before homecoming is filled with excitement and with the help of the
student council is a fun-filled week of special themed days where students can dress up, decorate
the halls, and hold class contests.
Spirit Shirt—Every year the students, faculty and staff receive a student-designed spirit shirt to be
worn throughout the year.
Dress Down Days– Dress down days are a much anticipated day, not only by the students, but
also by the staff. They are earned by donating to a charity and allow the staff and students to wear
their spirit shirts!
Senior Parking Space Painting - A new tradition as a way for seniors to share their individuality
and their Luers Spirit!

Football players
slapping the rock
for luck & praying
before the statue
of Mary.

The Luers Fight
Song played as
students leave
school on
Fridays.

Wearing your
letter jacket
everywhere
Grandparent's
Day for
Sophomores

Seniors &
Juniors
meeting at
Foster Park for
prom pictures.
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Faculty & Staff
Bishop Luers High School takes great pride in the quality and depth of its academic programs and
its' faculty. Bishop Luers has experienced educators who are dedicated to the spiritual growth of
students. Teachers continuously strive to provide a superior education that integrates content
knowledge and skills, Catholic Identity, and morals and values. The faculty has an average of
fifteen years of teaching experience, with fifty-six percent holding master’s degrees or above. The
teachers are committed to engaging students in learning and providing each student with the tools
needed to be successful.
Each year Bishop Luers’ faculty identifies areas for improvement and maintains weekly professional
development for staff focused on these goals. This year, the teachers have been meeting in
Professional Learning Communities to grow in their practice of assessment and grading, reading
strategies, technology integration, e-learning, instructional strategies, curriculum writing, and
service.
In addition to the teaching staff, Bishop Luers has additional staff who serve families in guidance,
campus ministry, institutional advancement, the business office, admissions, and administration,
including the newly added position of “Dean of Students.” The maintenance and cafeteria staff are
also integral in maintaining the culture of the school.
The faculty and staff at Bishop Luers High School are committed to helping all students succeed
both in and out of the classroom. Teachers are willing to give one on one personal attention to help
students. Tutoring is available by teachers and students before and after school.

Faculty & Staff
Jim Huth - Principal x 3022
Randal Hawkins - Assistant Principal x 3023
Kevin Mann - Dean of Students, Assistant Athletic Director x 3003
Rev. Ben Muhlenkamp & Rev. Thomas Zehr - Chaplains
Jenny Andorfer - Director of Admissions x 3139
Kevin Godfroy - Athletic Director x 3021
Becky Allegrini - Director of Guidance x 3148
Louise Jackson - Director of Mission Advancement x 3142
Lori Price - business manager x 3026
Nicole Rudolph - Campus Minister x 3114

Felts '04, gives back to
Schedulejohn
of
Events
community, bishop luers

Giving back to the Fort Wayne community and Bishop Luers
is truly exemplified in the service of John Felts, Bishop Luers
Class of 2004.
A parishioner of St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne, since his
childhood, John attended public school as a youngster and
Memorial Park. He followed the footsteps of his cousins who
attended Bishop Luers, and having attended so many football
games growing up, the move to Bishop Luers “was a pretty
easy decision,” John said. “I knew Bishop Luers was a very
strong academic school, strong religiously and a great
environment to be in. I wanted to be a part of that.”
After Bishop Luers, John attended Indiana University in
Bloomington, majoring in sports communication. As a
youngster, John wanted to be a sports writer. “I wanted to take
over for Ben Smith and be at the Journal-Gazette someday,”
he noted. “But as all things happen, my career vision to a
different direction.”
After graduating from IU in 2008, John went to work at IPFW
working in media relations in the athletic department. Instead
of covering sports, he helped the media with interviews and
statistics and worked the games.
Two years later, John
found himself doing the same work for a year at Loyola
University in Chicago. Chicago, he said, was an amazing city,
but John returned to IPFW a year later to work in media
relations.
John saw all the great things that were happening in Fort
Wayne, especially downtown, and wanted to get more involved
in the community. In 2012 he took a position in marketing and
communications with Visit Fort Wayne, part of the Convention
and Visitors’ Bureau. “That was an amazing experience,” he
noted. Part of his role required appearances on television
talking about the best events in Fort Wayne. “We did a ton of
outreach on news channels and social media and shared all
the good things that were happening,” he said.

But his community service would take another leap in 2017
when he was hired by Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry to be the
public outreach coordinator. His primary duties are social media
and public outreach initiatives. He shoots video, photography,
maintains the content on the website, creates programming and
schedules public appearances for the mayor.
John said he loves his work. “There is something new every day.
The mayor is a great person, and he trusts his staff. He has a very
talented and fun staff. They come to work every day trying to make
Fort Wayne a better place. They care about the community and
are great people to be around.”
As a Bishop Luers student, John played drums in show choir
and Mass. He played football and golf. “Truthfully it was coming to
school and seeing my friends every day,” he said that made
Bishop Luers unique for him. “You meet these new people and
they are your friends for life.”
“I still see and hang out with my Luers friends,” he added. “To
this day, we are all still very, very close. We see each other all the
time. We share tons of stories about being in Mr. (John) Sorg’s
(health) class or Mr. (John) Main’s (history) class.”
He quipped that turkey Manhattan lunches were always the
highlight of the week, and remains a Thanksgiving time tradition at
Bishop Luers. He noted the Class of 2004 was the first to request
chicken wings a la carte. “Our class was big into chicken wings,”
he said.
Besides his work at the Mayor’s Office, John volunteers, serves
on the board of directors and takes care of communications with
Young Leaders of Northeast Indiana, a group dedicated to attract,
develop and retain emerging leaders in northeast Indiana. “We
want to make sure that the young people who grow up here, stay
here. But we also want to attract young professionals to live here
and start families so the community can grow.”
John is involved at Bishop Luers High School. “The Luers Spirit
is still alive and well within my class,” he said. “The Luers
community is special because they care about one another, and
they are always looking out for the students. Luers will always be a
special place.”
John maintains the content of the Bishop Luers’ football social
media accounts. “It’s a great way to give back,” he said. He
attends most home games and homecoming. He shoots photos,
half-time updates and practice updates. “The athletes work hard
and I want to reward them for their efforts,” he added.
John also serves on the Bishop Luers Alumni Board. He is
married to Ally Braun. His brother David graduated from Bishop
Luers in 2006.
In 2018, John was honored as a Knight of the Renaissance. The
award honors a graduate who excelled in performing arts and
athletics while a student at Bishop Luers High School.

Scholarships
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Before applying and being awarded financial aid/or scholarships, students must be registered
and must have paid their registration fees at Bishop Luers High School.

When applying for Bishop Luers Scholarships you must adhere to the following requirements:
1.
All Scholarship applications and requirements can be obtained on our website
www.bishopluers.org
Complete the entire application and all paperwork that is required.
Be current with all prior tuition and fees - have no outstanding fees or tuition payments.
Submit a FACTS Grant & Aid application and have paid the fee for this application.
April 30th: Deadline for all FACTS Grant & Aid application
May 30th: Deadline for all scholarship applications (unless otherwise noted)
Scholarship applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered.

Freshmen

junior

Adopt-A-Knight
Alumni Scholarships
Deb Jur Memorial Scholarship
Diocesan Large Family
Father Florentine/Joseph Rayes Memorial Scholarship
Father Fred Link Franciscan Spirit Scholarship
Henry-Keefer Scholarship/Placement Exam
Hope Scholarship
Mary Rohr Miller Scholarship
Monsignor William Lester Scholarship
Steve & Ruthanne DeWald Memorial
Thomas J. Eckrich Memorial Scholarship

Adopt-A-Knight
Alumni Scholarships
Diocesan Large Family
Father Florentine/Joseph Rayes Memorial Scholarship
Father Fred Link Franciscan Spirit Scholarship
John F. Gaughan Scholarship
Mark Brueggeman Memorial Scholarship
Hope Scholarship
Mary Rohr Miller Scholarship
Mike Tackett Memorial Scholarship
Thomas J. Eckrich Memorial Scholarship
Leo Stronczek Memorial Scholarship

sophomore

Senior

Adopt-A-Knight
Alumni Scholarships
Coach Mike Egts Memorial Scholarship
Diocesan Large Family
Father Florentine/Joseph Rayes Memorial Scholarship
Father Fred Link Franciscan Spirit Scholarship
Hope Scholarship
John F. Gaughan Scholarship
Mary Rohr Miller Scholarship
Mike Tacket Memorial Scholarship
St. Peter's Parish Scholarship
Thomas J. Eckrich Memorial Scholarship
Leo Stronczek Memorial Scholarship

Adopt-A-Knight
Alumni Scholarships
Choral Performing Arts Scholarship
Diocesan Large Family
Father Florentine/Joseph Rayes Memorial Scholarship
Hope Scholarship
John F. Gaughan Scholarship
Larry Wedertz Memorial Scholarship
Mary Rohr Miller Scholarship
Mark Bruegeman Memorial Scholarship
Mike Tacket Memorial Scholarship
Raker Foundation Scholarship
St. Peter's Parish Scholarship
Thomas J. Eckrich Memorial Scholarship
Leo Stronczek Memorial Scholarship
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Class of 2019
LISTING OF ALL COLLEGES FOR THE CLASS OF 2019
Ball State University

Miami University, Oxford

Bethel University

Northern Illinois University

Bradley University

Purdue University

Butler University

Purdue University, Fort Wayne

Clark Atlanta University

Saint Mary's College

College of Charleston

Taylor UniversityTiffin University

Franciscan University of Steubenville

Trine University

Heidelberg University

University of Dayton

Huntington University

University of Notre Dame

Indiana University

University of Saint Francis

Indiana University, Fort Wayne

Xavier University

Ivy Tech Community College

West Liberty University

Machester University
Marian University

a total of over $2.5 Million
dollars in scholarships was
offered to our students in 2019

www.bishopluers.org
260.456.1261

