Scuoor IMPROVEMENT AcTiON PLAN
Bishop Luers High School

Goal: Students will improve their ability to problem solve across the curriculum.

Support Data (from the Profile)
1.ISTEP+ GQE- Literary Resp. and Analysis
2.ISTEP+ GQE - Problem Solving & Geometry
3. Unique Local Insights — Data Collection Instrument #2

Standardized Assessments
1. ISTEP+ - Lit. Resp. and Analysis

2. ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving & Geometry
3. PSAT Scores- Critical Reading
4. SAT Scores

Local Assessments
1. Teacher / Student feedback

Intervention:

Students will be taught a systematic method of solving problems: specifically the 4D method:

Define, Develop, Do and Defend

Research/Best Practice for Intervention:
Adapted from the NCA presentation on
Problem Solving on March 30, 2004 by
Plymouth High School.

Activities to Implement the Intervention Person(s) Timeline Resources Monitoring Activities
Accountable | Begin End
1. Present the problem solving goal to all students. Becky Handel | August 07|January 10| Financial resources | At the beginning of the year
for printing and when individual teacher
2. Display posters of the 4D Method throughout the Becky Handel |August 07 |January 10| maintaining posters goals are established
School.
Examples of Principal/teacher
3. Display the problem solving rubric where it is visible |Mary Keefer St January 10 problems specific to evaluations
to all students. each discipline
January 10 Review of syllabi and
4. Teachers will teach the 4D Method of problem Mary Keefer |August 07 Altered schedule to teacher/student
solving by modeling its use with a problem relevant allow for a
to their discipline. standardized
January 10| approach
5. All teachers will provide opportunities for students to | Mary Keefer October
engage in activities which support problem 07
solving and will assess these activities based on the
common rubric. (examples of activities can be
obtained in room 148)




ScuooL IMPROVEMENT ACTION PLAN
Bishop Luers High School

Goal: Students will improve their ability to problem solve across the curriculum.

Support Data (from the Profile)
1.ISTEP+ GQE- Literary Resp. and Analysis
2.ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving & Geometry
3. Unique Local Insights — Data Collection Instrument #2

Standardized Assessments
1. ISTEP+ - Lit. Resp. and Analysis

2. ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving & Geometry
3. PSAT Scores — Critical Reading

4, CORE 40 Results 5. SAT Scores

1.

Local Assessments

Intervention:

Students will apply critical thinking skills to a variety of activities across the curriculum.

Research/Best Practice for Intervention:
Blooms Taxonomy

Activities to Implement the Intervention Person(s) Timeline Resources Monitoring Activities
Accountable | Begin End ;
1. Teachers will use “Cubing” to encourage critical thinking skills. | Becky Handel |September’ |Reevaluate | Post it notes, 4X4 Lesson plans
Create a cube out of a 4X4 block. On each side write: 07 inFall09 | cubes Principal/teacher
1) Describe it: main ideas, topics, characters i
2) Compare it : compare it to anything cvaluations
3) Associate it : What does it make you think of? Goal Statements
4)Analyze it : Tell how it’s made, how would you break it K12 Planet
up, what are the components? Student Interviews
5) Apply it and : How can it be used? How does it help you Informal Walk-throughs
to understand things?
6) Argue for or against it!
(examples for specific disciplines available in room 148)
2. Teachers will present students with ill-structured problems and
model Socratic Questioning . Becky Handel [January 08 |On-going | Quick Flip Questions
3. Teachers will use the “was it possible” activity on tests and for Critical Thinking
quizzes on a regular basis. Each question starts with “was it
possible”.....? Students should be encouraged to make up their own | §eott Newman |October ‘07 |May 10
“was it possible™ questions.
4. Students will apply their critical thinking skills by doing
SODOKU’s on a regular basis
5. Teachers and staff will support and encourage student’s attempt . Time
to problem solve every day issues that arise in and out of the Diane Karst Nov. ‘07  |May 10 Puzzles of various
classroom. difficulties
6. Teachers will utilize differentiated instruction in order to help all | Tiffany June, 08  [May 11 Financial for training;
levels of learners with varied ability levels and interests Albertson financial for resources
for PD library and
student activities




ScrHooL IMPROVEMENT AcTIiON PLAN
Bishop Luers High School

Goal: Students will improve their ability to problem solve across the curriculum.

Support Data (from the Profile) Standardized Assessments
1.ISTEP+ GQE- Literary Resp. and Analysis 1. ISTEP+ - Lit. Resp. and Analysis

2 ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving & Geometry

3. Unique Local Insights — Data Collection Instrument #2 3. PSAT Scores — Critical Reading

2. ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving & Geometry

Local Assessments
1. Problem Solving Prompt

Intervention:

Students will apply critical thinking skills to a variety of activities across the curriculum.

Research/Best Practice for Intervention:
Blooms Taxonomy

Activities to Implement the Intervention

Person(s)
Accountable

Timeline
Begin

End

Resources Monitoring Activities

1. Teachers will use “Cubing” to encourage critical thinking skills.
Create a cube out of a 4X4 block. On each side write:

1) Describe it: main ideas, topics, characters

2) Compare it : compare it to anything

3) Associate it : What does it make you think of?

4)Analyze it : Tell how it’s made, how would you break it up, what
are the components?

5) Apply it and : How can it be used? How does it help you to
understand things?

6) Argue for or against it!

(examples for specific disciplines available in room 148)

2. Teachers will present students with ill-structured problems and
model Socratic Questioning .

3. Teachers will use the “was it possible” activity on tests and
quizzes on a regular basis. Each question starts with “was it
possible™.....? Students should be encouraged to make up their own
“was it possible” questions.

4, Students will apply their critical thinking skills by doing
SODOKU'’s on a regular basis

5. Teachers and staff will support and encourage student’s attempt
to problem solve every day issues that arise in and out of the
classroom.

Becky Handel

Becky Handel

Scott Newman

Diane Karst

September’
07

January 08

October ‘07

Nov. ‘07

Reevaluate
in Fall, 09

Jan 09

Jan 09

Jan 09

Post it notes, 4X4 Lesson plans
cubes Principal/teacher
evaluations
Goal Statements
K12 Planet
Student Interviews

Quick Flip Questions
for Critical Thinking

Time
Puzzles of various
difficulties




ScHooL IMPROVEMENT ACTION PLAN
Bishop Luers High School

Goal: Students will improve their ability to problem solve across the curriculum.

Support Data (from the Profile)

1. ISTEP+ - Reading Comprehension
2. ISTEP+ - Reading Vocabulary
3. ISTEP+ - Lit. Response and Analysis

Standardized Assessments
1. ISTEP + Reading Comprehension

2. ISTEP+ GQE — Problem Solving and Geo.

3. PSAT — Critical Reading

Local Assessments
1. Problem Solving Prompt

Intervention:

Students will engage in activities which will improve reading comprehension skills

Research/Best Practice for Intervention:
1. Blooms Taxonomy

2. Educational Leadership, What research says about
reading, March 2004

2. Kathv Mears Workshon: Reading with a Purnose

Activities to Implement the Intervention Person(s) Timeline Resources Monitoring Activities
Accountable | Begin End
Students will practice the KWL approach to reading Eileen January [Jan. 10 R_H. Three Minute xﬂa&é Teacher feedback at faculty
. > . Ass .\ ‘H_. 4

o Divide paper/chalkboard/poster board into 3 . Brodmerkel |08 il H,__Hmw Padak, | mCCUngs

columns. In one column brainstorm “what you think Scolastic Publishers

you Know” (about the topic to be read) Self reporting
e In the second column, brainstorm what you Want to

learn 2. 35 Must Have Student feedback
e After the reading, write what you’ve Learned. Mwwﬂ%wﬁ%wmﬂ%&% g ) .

(template available in room 148) Reading, Lauta Robb, Quick oroow.:m.ﬁ (have you

Scholastic Publisher done, how did it go, should
Teachers will model the Sq3r method of reading witha |Amy Ryder  |January |Jan. 10 . . we do it differently)
08 3. Improving Reading

PIAPOSE; - . . Skifls Across the

e Survey: skim the titles, charts, headings, Content Areas: Ready

captions to Use Activities and
e Question what you’re about to read. Turn M,.,.W&Smma\oq Q.Hw 2,
headings into questions RESRORTIaTE

e Read the article in your normal fashion

e Recite answers to your questions

e Review what you’ve learned
(templates me.m:m&_n in room 148) . . Giha Tontiary  |Jan, 10
Teachers will expect and support their students in Raymond 08
“Sustained Silent Reading” and reading aloud.




